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The Jhag Children’s Village
Landscaping of the Campus
I-India was blessed by the arrival of two professional
landscapers from Sydney, Brett Wilson and Martin
land
Pedersen from Wilson Pedersen Landscapes in Sydney.
donated their professional services to
They generously
gen
transform the landscape of the Jhag Children’s Village
transfor
through performing major earthworks including
thr
constructing roadways to link the buildings and
co
constructing a dry creek bed. They worked closely with
construct
Belinda Graham (Environmental Partnership, Sydney),
bringing her stunning plans towards fruition, transforming
construction site by giving shape and order to the
the flat cons
landscape. The job received their professional attention
landscape
high-quality work completely free of charge. The only
and high-qu
incurred were for the purchase of the materials and
costs incur
the hire of machinery. We wish to thank Brett Wilson and
Pedersen and their families most sincerely for their
Martin Pede
kindness and generosity. They have inspired the entire
region as the local villagers who were engaged in the work
embraced the opportunity to learn about landscaping.
embrace
Everyone was excited and amazed at the phenomenal
Everyon
result after just five days. Follow-up works including
will continue over the coming months. The Jhag
planting wil
Village will be an oasis in the desert – a shining
Children’s V
beacon to illustrate what wonderful things are possible
when people of talent and generosity of spirit give freely of
themselves to make this world a more beautiful and
thems
harmonious place.
Below is a blog of their five days with I-India written by
Kate Butchart, wife of Martin Pedersen .

Day 1
First stop was the I-India office in Jaipur ,where we met with
Mr Prabhakar and the I-India team.
We then drove out to the orphanage, where we met the kids,
and gave out toys (that had been generously donated by
children from Paddington Public School in Sydney).
All the kids spent time getting to know each other, drawing
with new textas, and playing games.
We had another Sydney family with us for the day, Stephen,
Jane and their kids Josie and Maya.

Martin and Brett went straight into a meeting with the I-India
people, where they showed Belinda Graham‘s plans, and
discussed logistics.
Many things were discussed including clearing and tidying
the site from builders rubble, moving play equipment, and
getting materials ordered and selected for start the next day,
it was fairly obvious that we wouldn’t be building a
playground. Instead, doing civil works to connect the
buildings, bring site levels up and drainage works.
They then visited a local quarry, that was an hour away to
select rock for the dry creek bed, and a suitable gravel for the
roads.
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The boys
9am, much to their re
ys arrived
rrived at 9am
relief there were two
JCB’s (excavators), a couple of tippers and a cast of thousands
with expectant looks on their faces.
We moved some of the play equipment and got the machines
to push the existing sand up to the classrooms, and got two of
the labourers, clearing the hill of the reo, and associated
rubbish.
Brett and one of the JCB’s started excavating for the dry creek
bed, whilst Martin and the other JCB started cleaning up
behind all the buildings, as the plan was to bury all the

unwanted building waste in the centre of the proposed roads.
TThe rocks started arriving in the afternoon, and a dumpy level.
Brett and Martin shot some levels off the buildings, set some
string lines and realised the huge amount of fill that would be
required.
Day 3
While one of the JCBs and the Tippers brought in fill for the
road, Martin and Brett used the other JCB to build the dry
creek bed.
The JCB driver was very bemused by the whole concept!
pt!!
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Day 4
It was groundhog day with the
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CB driver,
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ad cleaned the hill of rubbish and the builders’
rubble.
The gravel arrived to line the bottom of the creek bed, and the
other gravel started turning up for the roads.
Meanwhile the other JCB was filling the centre.
The kids arrived with some sports equipment for the boys
(cricket bats and balls bought locally). Also some stickers and
koala toys from another tourist. Local labourers started
building two raised circular brick rendered garden beds for
future shade tree planting.
Day 5
The dry creek bed was now complete and we could
concentrate on the roads and placing of the play equipment.
We had a meeting to discuss further works required to
complete the project.

This included garden beds, planting, edging for the roads,
play equipment and future use of the mound for extension of
the playground.
Our families came back for lunch, the kids played hopscotch
on the roof of the girls dormitory, and learnt some Indian
dance moves.
Later in the afternoon a small ceremony was held to thank
Martin and Brett for all their hard work.
They were presented with turbans, along with Oliver, Brett’s
son (a high Rajasthani honour).
Jules and Kate were given some lovely locally printed cloth
and the girls (Claudia, Isabel and Matilda) each got bracelets.
We were all sad to say goodbye, but hoped that our visit had
made a small difference to their lives.
Kate Butchart

Franklyn Scholar
Vocational Training Centre
The plumbing work was completed and with the
exception of the evaporative coolers, all the electrical
work was also accomplished, with the fans and lights
purchased and installed.
A purchase committee was formed and it identified
suppliers, obtained quotations and placed orders for the
furniture, such as desks, chairs, storage units, display
boards, computers and programs.
A list of workshop supplies and materials was finalised.
First round interviews were conducted to identify and
select staff, some of whom are presently working at
I-India's Jaipur-based Vocational Training Centre, Ladli, on
a trial basis.

Prem Pathshala
Education and Teaching
On the 12th January, Ms. Meenal Mehta from The National
Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development
(NIPCCD) conducted a meeting with Prem Pathshala’s
teachers.
They discussed various effective teaching methods and
techniques and tips on tackling various psychological
problems faced by children. The NIPCCD is a premier
organisation devoted to the promotion of voluntary action
research, training and documentation in the domain of the
advancement of women and child development. I-India
has a strong partnership with NIPCCD and every year many
staff/team members and caretakers participate in capacity
building workshops, training sessions and exposure visits.
Personal Contact Program with Parents
From the 5th to the 12th January, the school’s
management organised a personal contact program aimed
at strengthening dialogue between parents and teachers.
During the program, teachers discussed several issues,
problems and solutions with their students’ parents and
motivated them to own and participate in the mission and
objectives of Prem-Pathshala school. The teachers also
informed the parents and community about the recent
expansion of the school and advised them of all the
available services at the Jhag Children's Village.
Shaheed Diwas (Martyrs’ Day) Celebration
On the 30th January, the great martyrs who sacrificed their
lives for the welfare of the motherland were honoured. The
day is celebrated on the date that Mahatma Gandhi, the
father of the nation, passed away.

A two minute silence was held in the memory of the
heroes.
Republic Day
In India, Republic Day honours the date on which the
Constitution of India came into force – on the 26 January,
1950.
The day started with a flag hoisting ceremony, performed
by the Director of I-India, Professor Prabhakar Goswami, in
the presence of a special guest from the United Kingdom,
Mr. Achim Vogt, MD Postbank and Trustee of UK Friends of
I-India.
A grand parade of around 100 children was held and the
children gave beautiful song and dance performances in
praise of the country and its brave historical heroes. The
director and the other dignitaries addressed the children
with motivating speeches, encouraging them to strive for
human rights and development.
The day was made particularly delightful with a special
sweet distribution and by awe-inspiring performances by
the children.

Shelter Homes
During the month of January the shelter homes at the Jhag
Children’s Village catered for 78 children, providing them
with shelter, protection, nutrition, health, education, care
and recreation.
Snehanchaal was home for 49 boys. A 13 year old new boy
named Rahul from Bihar was brought to the shelter home
by police following his rescue from child labor in Jaipur. He
is now receiving all the care, attention and protection that
he needs.
The girls’ shelter home, Preeti-Prabha cared for 28 girls
during the month.
On the 14th of January, the shelter home children were
delighted to celebrate the festival of Makar
Sankranti/sakarat. The day was celebrated traditionally
with a great kite flying festival and the enjoyment of
special sweets. The children were thrilled to receive new
clothes, socks, undergarments and towels.
Republic Day was also celebrated in the shelter homes,
when special meals and sweets including Kheer (a milk
dessert) Puri, vegetable gravy etc. were enjoyed by all.

Guru Kripa Health Centre
The Guru-Kripa Health centre actively and efficiently
provided health services and medical assistance to the
children of the Jhag Children’s Village.
During the month of January 2013 there were a total of
808 health cases attended to at the Guru Kripa health
centre. The major instances included minor injuries, fever,

skin infections, eye, ear and throat infections and
body aches.
During the month of January, the medical professionals
were very busy receiving 281 calls for medical attention
from the boys of Snehanchaal including young Prabhakar
who was the victim of a dog bite. Immediate medical
assistance was provided and the boy was referred to SMS
Hospital in Jaipur for specialised treatment. Prabhakar is
now recovering well and his follow-up medication is being
taken care of by the health centre. The required
vaccination will be done in the hospital
Preeti-Prabha girls
visited the centre 97
times
tim
mes and Prem Pathshala
students 140 times.
Other children and
local villagers made a
further 290 visits.
Health examinations of
87 children from the
Jhag Children’s Village
were carried out.
A total of 33 laboratory
tests were conducted
in the health centre’s
pathology lab during
January.

Visitors
Penelope Locke
On the 22nd January, Penelope Locke (from Perth) and her
friend James (from Melbourne) visited the Jhag Children’s
Village to see where the $1200 (approx) her friends and
family donated will be utilised. We thank each and every
one of them for their wonderful generosity and support.
“ I arrived at the Jhag Children’s Village around midday, when I was
greated by 2 lovely girls who welcomed me with tikki and wrist band to
both myself and my friend James. As the children were still
participating in their daily classes, I was shown around the village and
informed on how far the school has progressed over the years, the
current work and the future outlook. I was so impressed on the future
plans for accommodating the children in the best possible way with A
grade medical equipment, expansion of number of hospital beds and
the overall love and care for these children by all those involved with
the project.
After my tour of the school I was provided with a delicious lunch and of
course Chai! I was then given the opportunity to spend some time with
the children who welcomed me with open arms, beautiful smiles and
sincere joy. I quickly learnt how much the children loved visitors, being
so proud and showing off their talents I got to view some of the girls
beautiful art work and amazing dance skills-which I infact had a go
but I just could not keep up!!
It was so amazing to see the happiness in these children, so eager to
learn, so much warm energy the gratitude the children have for being
in the village and the much love the teachers have for these kids was
just beautiful to see.
I found my experience here at the Jhag’s Children’s Village very
humbling and I feel very lucky to have experienced. The children have
forever made an imprint on my heart which I shall never forget.
I would like to thank all my friends and family who so generously
donated their money that I can say is money well spent.
I wish all the children that come and go from the village all the love
and best wishes in all that they pursue in their lives and that no dream
is too big.

Penelope Locke

Front Cover
About the Artist
Monika is from a remote district of Rajasthan.
She suffered poverty and family problems, which lead
her to leave home at the age of seven. She was disowned
by her parents and spent half a year picking rags in and
around the Jaipur Railway Station. She came to the attention
of an I-India staff member. Subsequently she joined I-India’s
shelter home program along with her three sisters in 2010. The
organisation helped to admit her to public school. After studying
regularly for three years she is highly motivated and willing to continue
her schooling as well as training at the Ladli vocational training centre.
She enjoys drawing and making artworks.
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